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Case 2324 

Cryptus Fabricius, 1804 (Insecta, Hymenoptera): proposed conservation 

G. Van Rossem 

Berkenlaan 25, 6711 RM Ede, The Netherlands 

Abstract. The purpose of this application is the conservation of the generic name 
Cryptus Fabricius, 1804, a widely used name for a genus of ichneumonid wasps, by the 
suppression of a senior homonym: Cryptus Panzer, 1804, an unused name for a sawfly 
genus. 



1. In 1801, G. W. F. Panzer published anonymously in the Intelligenzblatt der 
Litter atur Zeitung, Erlangen, vol. 1, number 21, a ‘Nachricht von einem neuen entomo- 
lischen [sic] Werke, des Hrn. Prof. Jurine im Geneve’ (Notice of a New Entomological 
Work by Hr. Prof. Jurine of Geneva). In the paper, commonly called the ‘Erlangen 
List’, Panzer listed (with a brief description but no included species) some of Jurine’s 
new generic names, thereby making them available. One such name was Cryptus 
(p. 163) for a genus of sawfly. Although there has been much confusion over the 
authorship of the names in the ‘List’, it is clear from Article 50a of the Code that this is 
to be credited to Jurine alone. Probably the only remaining copy of the Litteratur 
Zeitung for 1801 is preserved in the University of Erlangen library, but a fascimile 
reprint of the ‘List’ is in a paper by Morice & Durrant (1914), with Cryptus on page 362. 

2. Later Panzer (1804, tab. 17) gave the generic name Cryptus (de novo , without 
reference to Jurine) with the single included species Cryptus segmentarius. This generic 
name has remained unused. 

3. Fabricius (1 804, p. 70; for date see Hedicke, 1941) erected a new genus Cryptus for 
103 species of ichneumonid wasps. Curtis (1837, pi. 668) designated C. viduatorius 
Fabricius, 1804 (p. 70) as the type species. It is known from references in Fabricius’ 
Systema Piezatorum to parts of Panzer’s work (e.g. p. 28 — ‘Panz. Fn. Germ. 89 tab. 10’) 
published after that part containing Cryptus that Cryptus Panzer is the senior name. 
Despite this lack of priority Cryptus Fabricius has been in continuous use. 

4. Chester Bradley (1919, p. 54) drew attention to the nomenclatural problems 
surrounding the name Cryptus and suggested that according to the rule of priority 
replacement names should be used for Cryptus Fabricius. As the latter has had family- 
group names based on it there are repercussions involved in using replacement names. 
For example, the important subfamily name cryptinae Kirby, 1837 (p. 259) has been 
changed to gelinae (Townes, 1970, p. 1), hemitelinae (Fitton & Gauld, 1976, p. 251) 
and phygadeuontinae (Fitton & Gauld, 1978, p. 245). 

5. The Commission, in response to an application in 1935 by Chester Bradley 
and others, took action on the Cryptus problem, firstly in Opinion 135 (1939) when 
the ‘Erlangen List’ was suppressed for all purposes of nomenclature and secondly in 
Opinion 157 (1945) when Cryptus Fabricius, 1804 was placed on the Official List. 
Finally, by Direction 4 (1954), the ‘Erlangen List’ was placed on the Official Index of 
Rejected and Invalid Works in Zoology. The net effect of the Commission’s decisions 
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however has merely been to eradicate Cryptus Jurine, 1801. They have not resulted in 
the original aim, conservation of Cryptus Fabricius, 1 804, a commonly used name for a 
genus of ichneumonid wasps, as this still remains a junior homonym of Cryptus Panzer, 
1804. 

6. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the generic name Cryptus Panzer, 1804 for 
the purposes of both the Principle of Priority and the Principle of Homonymy; 

(2) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology 
the following names: 

(a) Cryptus Jurine, 1801 , as a name published in a work suppressed for nomen- 
clatural purposes; 

(b) Cryptus Panzer, 1 804, as suppressed in (1) above. 

No other action is requested since Cryptus Fabricius, 1 804 is already on the Official List. 
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